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The skinny on the Calatrava
H A Y D N B U S H

StiffWriter

T he proposed 115-story
Fordham Spire may be
tall, but it won't throw its
weight around, Fordham

Company Chairman Christopher
Carley told the Grant Park
Advisory Council Monday night.
The building has been proposed
for a 2.2 acre slice of land just
north of the Chicago River and
west of Lake Shore Drive.

"It's tall, slender, elegant and
spectacular," Carley said.

Tall and narrow beats short
and squat, developers say

The construction of the building
would require a zoning variance,
but Carley said the building is
preferable to the construction of
two shorter structures already
allowed by zoning requirements.

"The story we tqll is that we're
building a building that's already
consistent" with the current zon-
ing, Carley said.

The developers of the ultra tall Fordham Spire say it's better than two
squat buildings.

Carley said the site combines
two existing parcels, one of which
is zoned for an approximately 35-
story building. The other would
allow for a 55-story structure.
Instead of building two squat,
prosaic buildings that would cast
a wide shadow on the surround-
ing area—including DuSable
Park—Carley said the Fordham
Company was looking for some-
thing that would immediately take
center stage on the city's skyline.

I

Carley said the structure,
which would include 75 condo-
miniums and a 150-room hotel,
would have a negligible impact
on traffic in the surrounding
area. The parcel is currently only
accessible by a narrow access
road that runs parallel to the
Chicago River, and the building
would require a connection to the
Lake Shore Drive bridge.

But Carley said he believed
most condo owners would buy a

residence in the building as a
second or third home, adding that
the luxury hotel planned fo:
site would usually be around at
65 to 70 percent capacity At peak
rush hours, Carley noted that
traffic from the Fordham Spire
would only amount to a car a
minute, and said if the develop-
ers instead pursued plans to build
two mid-rise condo buildings, the
traffic impact would be signifi-
cantly greater.

Earlier this year, Fordham
Company promised to donate
roughly $500,000 for the planned
transformation of DuSable Park
from a tiny plot of grass to a $9
million park that would include
a riverwalk, new wetlands and
a multimedia center honoring
Jean Baptiste Pointe DuSable, the
city's first normative settler.

Grant Park Advisory Council
President Bob O'Neill, also a mem-
ber of the DuSable Park Steering
Committee, lauded the ambitious
Fordham Spire blueprints, saying
the skinny building would leave a
great deal of open space unused,
and would create minimal shad-
ows on DuSable Park and the sur-
rounding area

"This is a terrific solution,"
O'Neill said.

After Carley was finished, Sam
Assefa, the recently appointed
Deputy Commissioner of Urban
Design and Planning for the city
of Chicago, gave an unrelated
presentation extolling the virtues
of tall, slender structures.

While Assefa did not com-
ment on the proposed Fordham
Spire, he said he supported the

construction of tall buildings that
made a significant impact on a
city's skyline without blocking
views. In San Francisco, where
Assefa worked as the city's Senior
Urban Designer, he said 1980s
zoning requirements that limited
the height of. downtown buildings
resulted in a string of unherald-

ed, squat structures that did little
to enhance the city's skyline.

In recent years, Assefa said,
San Francisco moved away from
that, and tried to encourage the
development of taller buildings
downtown.

"Tall is not a negative word
anymore," Assefa said.
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BURNHAM PARK PLAZA
40 E.9TH STREET #1907
Stunning 1700 sq. ft. duplex
penthouse w/City and Lake views!
Largeopen floor plan, lOft.ceilings,
hdwd firs, kitchen with Stainless
Steel appls.Granite.Maple cabinets
and brkfst bar, separate dining rm,
master suite with upgraded bath,
wood burning fireplace, closet
organizers, storage, in-unit washer

and dryer and private deck with City and Lake views.
Building features: 24 hour door staff, fitness room, roof
top deck, convenient store with deli, cleaners and more.
Parking available. $404,000

MICHIGAN AVE LOFTS
910 S.MICHIGAN #1512
Spacious 2 Bedroom /-I V4 Bath
with City Views! Home .features:
hardwood floors, 10" ceilings,
fireplace, side-by-side W/D and
balcony. Located In full amenity
building with 24 hour door staff,
exercise facility, hospitality room
and dry cleaners. Steps from Grant

Park, CTA, Expressways, Loop, shopping and dining. Call
today for your private showing. $325,000

MARKET SQ LOFTS
161 W. HARRISON #704
Awesome true one bedroom loft
with incredible open floor plan
and beautiful extra thick granite
counters. This home has great
features including: high ceilings,
concrete construction, and big
windows with great light. Also
has custom paint job that makes
it look like a model. Great storage,

side-by-side washer and dryer, fireplace, separate shower
and tub complete this rarely available home. Near CTA,
Lake, Loop, shopping and dining. $240,000

BURNHAM PARK PLAZA
40 E.9TH STREET #1809
Luxuriously Finished Home in
PopularBurnham Park Plaza. Home
features: 2 bedroom / 2 bath, 1340
sq. ft., Cherry hardwood floors,
beautifully remodeled kitchen,

m huge open floor plan, custom
' window treatments, California

Closet organizers, W/D, separate
dining room. Building Features: 24

hour door staff, health club, and convenient store. Parking
available. $340,000


